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We are sailing, final Quick passage for
TWAI has revamped the infand Bangladesh exports
waterwiys by installing ultra- Transhipment through Indian
cranes, jetties and has ports can enable Bangladesh
deployed barges that can sail in expedite its cargo movement,
lesser draft, to ensure logistics provided the bottlenecks at land
happens in the waterways round customs stations are resolved.
the vear.
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Global Logistics Hub: Destination Andhra Pradesh

Inatiatives being taken by formulating policies and developi

infrastrecture to reduce production and logistics cost for making Andhra
Pradesh a logistics hub were detailed.
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Building an em for Global Logistics Hub
Dmlu“p;nent of mgas.t-mm and mcﬁwr}' formulation of logistics

policies, skill development and need for promoting digitalisation was
vaced by the panel members.
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EXIM Growth, Cargo Transportation and Connectivity
Shippers of major commodites from the state voiced their logisnes
concerns and improvements needed in infrastructure and connectivity
were highlighted.
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Business in 2018

Business could have
been better. However,
we are grateful that
we managed to come
through another year
sately; without being
scarred by the onslaught
of recession or severe
cash flow problems.

Cash flows are my
Mmain worry.

Along with
unprofitable business,
There 15 too little

PESTTREE S iﬂ-—'lﬂm-




*

business being chased by too many people and this is Sl | oy B . ogities Melliscmepmns leils be Basts
unhealthy for all. Even the customers. R B aape—

Cur major achievements were winning the ONGC R R T ——
contract for supply and installation of Communication S e LT ——
equipment on their rigs and platforms and entering Bihee ok el et W ey fdessmscd B4 lhe  Bestsdiemses
the Charts business by winning the SCI charts tender. R T —
However, both are almost with zero profit, so the going W e beshaes bttt e ey e e oy
will be tough. e e P S—

Trends that shaped the industry in 2018 i [ Ty regy S a——

I think Defense has still been our saviour this year too. T e T I T g ———
And of course Service. et S,

We render service to a host of foreign customers who b B T =i SU——
actually do pay on time, enabling us to keep our cash bttnatess W e iy S M Tasiad )
flows safe. ptites wnile M et Tigwitnscs o | agiittes

Crur thrust towards quality and honest lifeboat and et e I T
fire fighting services, especially putting up a state of the i e
art hydrotesting machine is something [ am very proud W b et = agsiatst = girosibirs el Hetsiue
of, Considering all the accidents that have taken place last e il I . P
year, especially SCI, I do hope it encourages ship owners = leibe Wa ilien Bet bs Bei b omeesind Whew b badbe
and vessel managers not to only go by L1 but to give due b b0 e s i Vel & Ve agesiasenes o belil o
credence to quality and integrity. St Pietes

Expectations in 2019 e VN . T T R —

I do hope the offshore industry picks up and for the cecslige wpotiong Wed @obem U04es wess Bis Suggitis -
return of new shipbuilding orders. Shipyards have a
cascading effect on the job market. Currently all private R
shipyards are in the doldrums. IR0 SRS Al A o iR

[nteresting will be the development of the Marina in
Mumbai. I hope the Government has the good sense to
continue with its thrust in this sector. The development
of Inland Shipping should also provide an impetus for
growth to our industry, Hopefully it will bring about the
revival of shipyards and facilitate relatively pollution free
transportation !

On the regulatory front

I think GST rates need to be rationalised. 18% is too
high for the shipping industry especially on Services. It
makes us uncompetitive as a result we lose business to
counterparts in the UAE or Singapore. | am waiting for the
new software from DG Shipping for liferaft servicing and
supply of Pyros etc. The current scenario of spurious Pyros
and unethical LSA servicing is worrying especially since
the dishonesty in this segment is so blatant and obvious!!!
The Government needs to step in and regulate it. @y
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